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From Our  
Worthy 
Grand 
Knight

During this Advent season, 
as we prepare for the birth 
of our Lord, we Knights 

of Columbus – individually and 
as an Order – should strive to be 
evangelizing disciples of Christ.  
We are confident in the truth of our 
faith and willing to share it with 
fellow parishioners and others in our 
community.  We do this through our 
good works.

We are an active Council, and I 
believe that providing the Catholic 
men of our Parish opportunities to 
serve our Parish and our community 
fills a spiritual need to give of 
ourselves.  Our next First Degree is 
on Saturday, December 16, so let’s 
make the effort to fill the room with 
candidates from Saint Stephen.

We have had a busy, busy 
November, and I wish I had the 
space to recognize everyone who 
donated their time and energy in 
various activities in support of our 
Council and our community.  This 
past month, the Knights of Saint 
Stephen Council have:

• Led Rosaries before Mass as 
the 40 Days for Life Campaign 
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Serving Our Parish

Breakfast is Served!
MERRY CHRISTMASdfdfdf fdfdfd

Earlier this month, St. Stephen 
Council of the Knights of 
Columbus, in partnership with 
the Men’s Club, held the first 

inaugural Saint Nicholas Day Breakfast 
benefiting St. Vincent de Paul. The turnout 
was better than expected, with a full house 
at both breakfasts.

Coordinating the event for the Knights 
was Family director Ed Skrobacz, 
who undertook a monumental task to 
coordinate an army of volunteers from both 
organizations. In addition to the Knights 
and Men’s Club were the Columbiettes, 
who stepped up in a big way as servers, 
greeters, photographers, and St. Nicholas 
helpers.

And the star of the show? Saint Nicholas 
himself, who greeted children as he worked 
the room, and sat for formal pictures with 
children and families.

The underlying message of the breakfast, 

of course, was the honoring of St. Nicholas 
the saint, and not Santa Claus who is a 
fictional character. Although there are 
some visual similarities between the two, 
our Saint Nicholas made it a point (as did 
several of the volunteers) to explain to the 
younger children the difference between 
Santa and St. Nicholas.

This event helped promote parish 
fellowship and charitable giving on this first 
day of Advent, and hopefully this becomes 
a new tradition in our parish as we involve 
the Council and parish families in a fun 
social event. This introduces our younger 
parishioners to the real Saint Nicholas and 
reinforces the virtue of CHARITY during 
the Advent and Christmas Season. 

The Squires also had a leading role, 
selling Christmas cards, stickers, magnets 
and other Christmas items. Children 
enjoyed Christmas-themed coloring, 
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came to an end
• Served as color guards for 

Veterans Day events
• Worked our stand at Raymond 

James Stadium that allows us 
to fund the good works of our 
Order

• Organized and assisted in 
a rummage sale that raised 
over $8,000 for the Knights 
Women’s Center and the 
Ministries of Mercy building 
fund

• Participated in a highly 
attended Memorial Mass 
honoring past Knights and 
their families

• Staged a very successful 
second degree exemplification

• Donated to and attended the 
annual Foundation of Life 
Gala

• Sold “Keep Christ in 
Christmas” Cards with the 
Squires after Mass

• Set up the crèches at our 
church and school

• Conducted an Adopt-A-Road 
clean up in front of our church

• Hosted the inaugural Saint 
Nicholas Pancake Breakfast. 

Whew!  Thanks to all who helped 
plan and run these events. 

I encourage each one of you to 
leverage the successes of our recent 
activities to reach out to the men in 
our Parish and invite them to become 
a Knight.

Also, we need you to step up and 
volunteer to take on a leadership 
position in the Council. More 
information can be found in this 
newsletter.

“Charity is the cement which binds 
Communities to God and persons to 
one another.”

~ Saint Vincent de Paul
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and Tyler Skrobacz provided music and 
portraits with St. Nick. 

While many helped, a huge THANK 
YOU goes to the Eds – Skrobacz and 
Veronick, the heads of our Family and 
Council Committees, who spent dozens 
of hours planning and preparing for the 
event. Thanks also goes to head chef, Paul 
Spinler, who built and conditioned the 
grills, and then showed up in darkness to 
start making the delicious pancakes, Anton 

Swihura who planted the seed for this 
event and was a wonderful Saint Nicholas, 
and to our Pastor, Father Dermot, for his 
support and blessing of the food and the 
families. 

In the end, the event was a great success 
and bodes well for next year. So when the 
call goes out to support next year’s Saint 
Nicholas Day Breakfast, make sure you  
sign up to support this wonderful 
experience. The food was great, the coffee 
hot, and the fellowship - priceless!

St. Nicholas Con’t. From Page 1
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PRIESTS FOR THE PEOPLE

ON A TRIP TO ROME in 
the 1980s, I had a long 
conversation with an African 
priest who was serving in 

the Vatican. We had become friends, and 
he had just returned from a vacation in 
Guatemala. 

 I asked him about his trip, he replied 
that it had gone very well — he had been 
able to relax, catch up on his reading and 
get much needed rest.

But he was also very troubled by what 
he had seen concerning the situation of 
the indigenous people there. “They treat 
these people like animals,” he said with 
emotion.

His words struck me, since years earlier 
he had lived through a violent transition 
in his own country, from centuries of 
colonial rule to independence.

I remembered this conversation 
in September while attending the 
beatification ceremony of Father Stanley 
Rother in Oklahoma City.

Blessed Stanley Rother was a priest from 
Oklahoma serving as a missionary among 
the Tz’utujil people in the mountains 
of Guatemala. He was one of 10 priests 
murdered in Guatemala in 1981, and the 
seventh in less than three months. Warned 
that his name was on a “death list,” he had 
returned to his parents’ farm in Oklahoma, 
and he could have remained there in 
safety.

But Father Rother repeatedly said, 
“The shepherd cannot run at the first sign 
of danger.” He returned to his parish in 
Santiago Atitlán, well aware of what he 
was facing. A short time later, three men 
murdered him in his rectory.

St. Francis de Sales once said, “All the 
science of the saints is included in these 
two things: To do, and to suffer. And 

whoever has done these two things best, 
has made himself most saintly.” Blessed 
Stanley Rother did both with great 
courage.

Returning from the beatification of 
Father Rother, I also thought of another 
priest — a brother Knight of Columbus, 
murdered in his own rectory 60 years 
earlier.

At a time when the Ku Klux Klan was 
asserting itself as a national power and 
mobilizing a nationwide anti-immigrant 
campaign, Father James Coyle emerged 
as a spokesman defending the Catholic 
laborers in the coal mines and factories 
of northern Alabama. As a result, he soon 
became a target of death threats.

But like Father Rother, Father Coyle 
refused to abandon his flock. On Aug. 
11, 1921, after celebrating the wedding 
of the daughter of a Protestant minister 
and a Puerto Rican migrant worker, the 
woman’s father, who was also a member 
of the Klan, approached Father Coyle at 
his rectory and shot him dead.

St. John Paul II often spoke of what he 
called the “nuptial mystery” at the heart 
of Christ’s love for His Church, which 
we see reflected in a priest’s love for his 
parishioners.

In his book “Gift and Mystery”, John 
Paul II asks, “What does it mean to be a 
priest?” He then writes, “According to St. 
Paul, it means above all to be a steward of 
the mysteries of God…. The steward is not 
the owner, but the one to whom the owner 
entrusts his goods…. The priest receives 
from Christ the treasures of salvation.”

We see in the sacrifices of Father Rother 
and Father Coyle that they understood, 
as stewards and shepherds, that among 
the “treasures of salvation” entrusted 
to their care were the people of God in 

their parishes. Both were prepared, at the 
cost of their very lives, to live in persona 
Christi — as priest and victim for their 
people.

This same devotion is reflected in the 
life of our founder, the Venerable Servant 
of God Father Michael McGivney, 
whose daily sacrifices for the families of 
his mostly immigrant parish led to the 
sickness that ended his life at age 38.

We are grateful to Pope Francis for 
bringing to the attention of the world the 
courageous life of holiness that marked 
the life and death of Blessed Stanley 
Rother. May this saintly priest pray for us 
and for all Catholics, that we, too, may be 
worthy stewards of those goods the Lord 
has entrusted to our care.

Vivat Jesus!

By Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson

BLESSED STANLEY ROTHER AND FATHER JAMES COYLE GAVE THEIR 
LIVES IN PRIESTLY SERVICE AND SACRIFICE
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Our Order’s steadfast defense 
and promotion of a Culture 
of Life is grounded on 

our ultimate assurance that in the 
natural law written in the heart of 
every person is the recognition that 
human life is sacred from its very 
beginning to its end. In the depths of 
our consciousness, human intellect 
knows that the very source of its 
existence—i.e. human life—ought to 
be protected and celebrated. In that 
regard, the message of the Knights 
of Columbus extends far beyond our 
Order and our religious creed; it is a 
universal message that every person 
of good will can come to affirm.

“Human life is sacred and 
inviolable at every moment of 
existence, including the initial phase 
which precedes birth. All human 
beings, from their mother’s womb, 
belong to God who searches them 
and knows them, who forms them 
and knits them together with His 
own hands, who gazes on them when 
they are tiny shapeless embryos and 
already sees in them the adults of 
tomorrow whose days are numbered 
and whose vocation is even now 
written in the ‘book of life.’ There too, 
when they are still in their mothers’ 
womb—as many passages of the Bible 
bear witness—they are the personal 
objects of God’s loving and fatherly 
providence.” (Evangelium Vitae, 61)

St. John Paul II famously noted that 
if human life itself is not respected, 
then respect for all other rights—
for example, the right to health, to 
marriage, to culture, to religion—is 
“false and illusory.” Human rights of 
every kind are “incomprehensible” 
without the right to life. Our Order, 
therefore, joins the universal Church in 
acknowledging the dignity of human 
life in its efforts to achieve legal and 
constitutional protection for every 
human person at the international, 
national, state, and local levels.

Are You Ready To Step Up?

We have been blessed with 
the dedication and hard 
work of Knights in their 
current Council positions, 

but it’s time for fresh blood to step forward 
and allow these dedicated brothers a chance 
to use their talents for other opportunities 
in our Council and our Parish. 

Financial Secretary - This is a very 
important position in the Council, and 
we need someone with the skills and 
commitment to have a big impact on our 
Council.  Here are some of the duties:

• Keeps Council and member records 
current

• Processes dues assessments and 
membership cards in a timely manner

• Keeps an accurate accounting of 
money flow for the Council

• Has a working knowledge of the 

Laws of the Order and the Council 
by-laws and assists members in 
adhering to those laws

Council Director -  This is perhaps the 
least heralded and most rewarding program 
in our Council.  If you want to be the engine 
behind all the great activities sponsored by 
our Council, this is for you.  Contact Ed, 
the GK, or the DGK if interested.

Youth Director - Our Council thrives 
when we have someone who can interact 
with the youth-oriented ministries and the 
Saint Stephen School to promote the values 
of our Order.  Our community is better 
when events like the Soccer Challenge and 
Free Throw Challenge are promoted by the 
Knights, and our youth is provided with a 
positive example of their Catholic faith.  
Be that Knight who makes a difference!

According to tradition, Francis 
of Assisi began the practice 
of using mangers at Christmas 
time. Sometimes called the 

“Saint of the Incarnation,” Francis believed 
that of all the ways God has revealed His 
love, none is more total and tangible than 
the incarnation of His Son.

So, it isn’t surprising that for the 
midnight Mass, Christmas, 1223, in a cave 
in Greccio, Italy, Francis presented a living 
reenactment of the nativity scene.

This visual and creative – and apparently 
first – commemoration of Christ’s birth has 
now become traditional. Crèche is a French 
word meaning manger or crib.

Works Cited
Our Sunday Visitor Cirriculum Division. 

2008. “The Tradition.” In The Catholic 
Sourcebook, by Our Sunday Visitor 
Curriculum Division, 60. Huntington, IN: 
Our Sunday Visitor.

The Nativity Scene Tradition



My Warrior’s Place: A New Profile In Courage
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By S/K Mark Lovejoy

On September 28th, it was my pleasure to accompany 
my daughter, Julianne Gonzalez, on a field trip to My 
Warrior’s Place in Ruskin with her 7th grade class 
from St. Stephen School, and also on October 24th, 

with S/K Ted Russell and the 6th grade, and again on November 
14th, with S/K Ted Russell, S/K Rick Gnatowsky and S/K Ed 
Veronick. The basis for these visits was service hours for the 
students and support for our Veterans.

My Warrior’s Place is located at 101 22nd St. NW, Ruskin, 
FL 33570, and was founded by Kelly Kowall, whose son Corey 
gave his life in the service of our country. My Warrior’s Place 
is a retreat center for veterans, military service members, first 
responders, Gold Star, Blue Star and Silver Star families. 

My Warrior’s Place offers several programs that play an 
important role in the healing and coping process of those 
who have endured the trial and pain of war. Additionally, My 
Warrior’s Place provides transitional temporary housing at a 
very affordable rate for returning veterans or newly assigned 
active duty personnel to the Tampa area.

The officers, directors, and members of the Knights of 
Columbus St. Stephen Council were deeply moved by the 
courage of SPC Corey Kowall and his mother Kelly. We were 
honored to present Kelly with a check in the amount of $400.00 
for the support of My Warrior’s Place.  As a result, the Council 
was added to the list of donors/sponsors on the My Warrior’s 
Place website. 

To learn more about My Warrior’s Place, please visit: http://
www.mywarriorsplace.org/. You will note that when you click 
on Knights of Columbus #14084 it links to our website and the 
Assembly website. Additionally, we advised Kelly to feel free 

to call on the Knights of Columbus St. Stephen Council in the 
future and assured her that we will endeavor to provide assistance 
when we can.

Kelly has also written a book, entitled, “My Life After …The 
Death of My Son (A Story of Miracles).” The book is the story 
of her life one week after the death of her son, Corey, who was 
killed on a combat mission while stationed in Afghanistan in 
September 2009. It covers her five-year journey of turning a 
devastating tragedy into a vehicle of honor for her son and other 
veterans. I also highly recommend a wonderful book titled “A 
New Profile In Courage!”

Our Worthy Grand Knight, S/K Bruce Czaja, asked me to 
pass these words along to Kelly during our last visit: “I just spent 
some time on the My Warrior’s Place website, and I am in awe 
of her son and of her. Please tell Mrs. Kowall that, as a retired 
Marine and a father of a Marine, I am heartbroken by her loss 
and inspired by her devotion to veterans.”

http://www.mywarriorsplace.org
http://www.mywarriorsplace.org
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Columbiettes End On a High Note

The Columbiettes of St. Stephen had a 
slight change of pace in November.  In 
lieu of our regular monthly meeting, 
we opened our regular time to any 

woman interested in joining us for an evening 
of fun and explored our “creative” side with a 
Christmas craft.  

Fun and laughter were shared as we painted 
our boards. Though some of our projects were 
a little less than successful, the majority was 
stunning, as you can observe in the photo taken 
at the end of the evening.

On December first the Columbiettes held their 
annual Christmas Party at the home of Kristy 
Strasburger. We were blessed with the presence 
of our chaplain, Father Curtis Carro, who 
celebrated Mass for us prior to our celebrating. 
And the food? Outstanding!  

The evening was concluded with a game of “Right, Left, 
Center.”  Joyce Evans was the lucky winner of the 50/50 center 
pot!  We work hard all year as a team, so it was good to take 
a brief respite from our regular works of charity for these two 
events.

December found us back in our regular role supporting our 
brother Knights with the family “Breakfast with Saint Nicholas” 
on December 3rd, which was a great success. 

Our St. Stephen Auxiliary meets the third Tuesday of every 
month, September through June, at 7 PM in room 11 at the school. 
Any women ages 17 or over interested in finding out more about 
the Columbiettes is encouraged to contact Kat Weilbacher, 
Membership Coordinator at: katweilbacher@gmail.com or Dot 
Foley at dot.foley12@gmail.com.  

We would especially like to encourage and welcome the wives 
of all our brother Knights to work side by side with us and their 
husbands.
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I might not be writing this today 
if it weren’t for Herb Swoope.  It 
was the spring of 2008, and my 
friend and now fellow Knight, 

Jim Piotrowski, asked me if I would 
be interested in attending a Knights of 
Columbus Recruitment meeting.  I agreed 
to do so, and we went.  

During the meeting, I felt Julio Alvarez, 
JR. was the “pitchman,” but Herb was 
definitely his “Wingman”.  The way he 
answered questions and discussed the 
order, you could see his enthusiasm and 
feel his passion.  

I was so impressed with Herb, that not 
only did I agree to join that night, but I 
had asked Herb to be my sponsor, and he 
accepted.  Herb guided me through my 
degrees and was in attendance for nearly 
all of them.

Herb held many titles within the 
Councils and Assemblies.  In our 
Council, I remember the job he did as the 
Community Director, and he did it well.  
When I became the Community Director, 
I had tough shoes to fill.  Herb was also 
spinning the records at the annual Sock 
Hop every year.  

He also volunteered several times as 
a Knight in this Council.  I worked side 

by side with him when the Council 
was working/serving the suites at 
Raymond James Stadium, and he 
worked as hard as the rest of us during 
those long mornings and afternoons 
years ago.

I was also impressed at Herb’s 
other passion-serving at volunteer 
fire departments.  He was the former 
fire chief for both the Coles District 
Volunteer Department and the Lake 
Jackson Volunteer Department in 
Virginia.  

He was also the founder and  
co-director of the VAVS program at 
the James A Haley Center in Tampa, 
always looking out for our veterans.  
In addition to Knighthood, Herb 
Swoope was also involved in the 
American Legion and the Moose 
Lodge.

Herb was predeceased by his father but 
survived by his wife Judy of 36 years, 
his mother, Anna C Swoope, 3 sons and 
2 daughters, as well as 1 brother and 3 
sisters, 4 grandchildren, several nieces 
and nephews.  Herb’s natural family 
was mostly located up North in Virginia.
However, the Knights of Columbus were 
his family in this area!

There will be a celebration of Herb’s life 
during a Mass at Nativity Catholic Church 
on Saturday, January 27th, held at noon 
in their chapel.  All Council members are 
invited to attend.  

While we are a volunteer organization, 
my feeling is that the only mandatory 
thing for a Knight of Columbus is to 
attend the funeral of a deceased Knight.  
It is the least we could for Herb and his 
family.  Hope to see you there.

Farewell, Worthy Sir Knight

New Storage Shed
After months of planning and 
strategizing, the new storage shed 
finally arrived, much to the anticipation 
of everyone involved.
A joint effort between The Knights of 
Columbus St. Stephen Council and 
the St. Stephen Men’s Club, the shed 
promises to provide much-needed 
storage for heavier-lifting items such as 
fryers, grills, nativity scenes and other 
support materials used by both groups 
during the year’s various events.
Many thanks to those who spearheaded 
this effort to make the shed a reality. 
And thanks as well to those who helped 
plant this shed in the ground.
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St. Stephen  
Council Officers

Fraternal Year 2017-2018

Chaplain   
Father Dermot Dunne

Grand Knight   
Bruce Czaja

Deputy Grand Knight 
Guillermo Bambach 

Chancellor   
Tim Donahue

Warden 
Randy Lee
Advocate   

Steve Haines

Lecturer
Ross Lowery

Recorder   
Paul Spindler

Financial Secretary   
Alex Czopek

Treasure   
John Laughman

Trustees   
John Berrie, Ed Sleyzak,  

Mark Lovejoy 

District Deputy  
Steve Jarosz
Field Agent  

Chuck Lusky
Guards   

Bob Haley 
Randy Lee 

 Chris Hobbs

Roadside Warriors

Thank you to everyone who 
helped clean up Boyette Road 
during the Knights sponsored 
Adopt a Road Clean Up 

held on Saturday, December 2nd.  The 
Knights would especially like to thank the 
Hollingshead family and Chris Hobbs for 
organizing the Boys Scouts to help as well.  

After the clean-up, the Boy Scouts also 
picked up trash in and around the church 
and school.  Thank you for the extra effort.  

Our next clean-up will be held in early 
March of 2018.

The next Roadside Cleanup is scheduled 
for January.  We meet at the east end of 
the parking lot and take 2 routes to cover 
the area - a short route for families and a 
longer route for participants that want more 
exercise.  

This event is a great opportunity to 
involve the whole family. We hope you see 
you at the next Roadside Cleanup.

The Blessed Stitches 
Ministry of  St. Stephen 
Catholic Church meets 
throughout the year 

to make various creative items 
for use by caregivers, newborn 
infants, and veterans in residence 
at the James A. Haley VA Hospital 
in Tampa. 

This year, their work resulted 
in a donation of 60 hand-woven 
stockings filled with needed 
personal items estimated at over 
$600.00.

Ms. Mary Lee Bentley contacted S/K 
Rich Sarnowski to coordinate pick-up 
and delivery of their contributions. The 
items were picked up on Tuesday, 12/5  by 
VAVS representatives S/K Rich Sarnowski 
and S/K Jerry Coffey and delivered to the 
James A. Haley VA Hospital. 

The staff at the hospital was overwhelmed 
with the generosity and the love of such 

beautiful hand-woven items. They will be 
distributed to residents at the VA resident 
patient gift distribution and holiday 
celebration on Tuesday, December 19, 
2017. 

Volunteers are welcome to assist with 
this event. Pictured are the Blessed 
Stitches members displaying some of their 
handiwork.

Blessed Stitches Supports Caregivers
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Knights and Squires Help Hospitalized Veterans

While making my rounds at the VA Hospital as a 
volunteer library assistant a couple months ago, 
Suzanna Hargraves, recreation therapist and 
Darlene Kuna, recreation therapist assistant at 

Haley’s Cove (at James A. Haley Veteran’s Hospital in Tampa) 
asked if there was any way the Knights of Columbus could 
provide manpower services to help hospitalized Veterans.

You may be wondering just what does a recreation therapist 
do? How do they help our hospitalized veterans? Larry Long, 
director, VHA Recreation Therapy Program, describes the role 
of the recreation therapy: 

“Recreation therapists provide treatment services and 
recreation activities to veterans with disabilities, illnesses or 
other disabling conditions. They treat and maintain the physical, 
mental and emotional well-being of the patient using a variety 
of techniques, including arts and crafts, sports, games, dance, 
music and community integration activities. 

“Recreation therapists assist in maintaining the health of 
veterans receiving care at VA facilities for a variety of conditions, 
including those who are geriatric, chemically dependent, spinal 
cord injured, visually impaired and others. They also assist 
veterans with disabilities to integrate into the community 
by helping them use community resources and recreational 
activities.”

The request to the Knights was to assemble woodworking kits, 
donated by the Help Hospitalized Veterans organization. These 
included approximately 20 bird houses, bird feeders, picture 
frames, wall shelves, bookends, desktop calendars, jewelry 
boxes, and clocks.  

The plan was for the Knights to assemble the kits so that the 
vets could apply the finish. Many of the residents are partially 
paralyzed or disabled and lack the manual dexterity to assemble 

the kits. However, they do process sufficient motor function to 
apply the finish.

When I announced this project at our May business meeting, 
I was initially looking for 3 or 4 Knights to help with this 
project. As usual, St. Stephen Council and Msgr. John F. Scully 
Assembly responded in a huge way with 12 Knights and 6 
Squires stepping up. Special thanks to Knights Dan Gang, Rick 
Gnatowsky, Steve Haines, Bob Haley, Chris Hobbs, Mark 
Lovejoy, Mike Melanson, Ed Skrobacz, Ed Sleyzak, Paul 
Spinler, Mark Vega, Ed Veronick and, of course, our amazing 
Squires James DeLuca, Christian Mc Grath, Alex Crofford, 
Nick Prokopowicz and the Hobbs Brothers for assisting with 
this project.  

These Knights and Squires truly followed in the footsteps of 
the holy carpenter, St. Joseph, protector, and guardian of the 
Holy Family, by giving of their time and talent to bring some joy 
and comfort to our brother hospitalized veterans.

By Mark Lovejoy



Building the Domestic Church
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THEME – JOY

Joy is an attribute of God’s divine 
love. To reflect God in our family 
life, we are called to be joyful by 
developing our relationship with 

Christ.

Meditation
(From Pope Francis’ Amoris Laetitia)
The expression “chaírei epì te adikía” 

[“rejoice over wrongdoing”] (1 Cor 
13:6), has to do with a negativity lurking 
deep within a person’s heart. It is the 
toxic attitude of those who rejoice at 
seeing an injustice done to others. The 
following phrase expresses its opposite: 
“sygchaírei te aletheía”: it rejoices in the 
right”. In other words, we rejoice at the 
good of others when we see their dignity 
and value their abilities and good works. 
This is impossible for those who must 
always be comparing and competing, even 
with their spouse, so that they secretly 
rejoice in their failures.

When a loving person can do good 
for others, or sees that others are happy, 
they themselves live happily and in this 
way give glory to God, for “God loves 
a cheerful giver” (2 Cor 9:7). Our Lord 
especially appreciates those who find 
joy in the happiness of others. If we fail 
to learn how to rejoice in the well-being 
of others and focus primarily on our own 
needs, we condemn ourselves to a joyless 
existence, for, as Jesus said, “it is more 
blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 
20:35). The family must always be a place 
where, when something good happens to 
one of its members, they know that others 
will be there to celebrate it with them.

1. What are some joys we have 
experienced in our family? Are there ways 
to build upon these joys to create a more 
joyful home?

2. In what ways could we add more 
joy to our family? Could we be more 
cheerful in giving and complain less? 
Could we focus less on our own needs 
and more on the happiness of a family 

member? Could we rejoice in our family’s 
love by affirming each other more with 
compliments? Could we smile more at 
our family members?

3. Do we base our lives on the joyful 
awareness that we are beloved sons and 
daughters of God, or do we let something 
rob us of the joy of the Gospel? What 
is it that robs us? Is it anxiety, fear or 
impatience? How might prayer help with 
these things?

Scripture Reading - Psalm  
33:1-7, 20-22

A prayer of praise and rejoicing 
before the Lord

Rejoice, you righteous, in the LORD;
   praise from the upright is fitting.
Give thanks to the LORD on the harp; 
   on the ten-stringed lyre offer praise.
sing to Him a new song;
   skillfully play with joyful chant.
For the LORD’s word is upright;
   all His works are trustworthy.
He loves justice and right.
   The earth is full of the mercy of the 

LORD. 
By the LORD’s word the heavens were 

made;
   by the breath of His mouth all their 

host.

He gathered the waters of the sea as a 
mound;

   he sets the deep into storage vaults. 
Our soul waits for the LORD,
   he is our help and shield.
For in Him our hearts rejoice; 
   in His holy name we trust.
May your mercy, LORD, be upon us; 
   as we put our hope in you.

Family Project
Put joy into practice by singing together 

advent and Christmas hymns, hosting an 
advent or Christmas party with special 
treats, and reading a Christmas story 
out loud. The story could be Charles 
Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol” or a book 
more suitable for young children, like 
“The Legend of the Poinsettia by Tomie 
dePaola.”

Also, consider creating a family book of 
favorite religious hymns and carols. Have 
each family member choose a song that 
they enjoy and make copies to share. Then 
sing together advent and Christmas songs 
at times that are convenient. For instance, 
a family could sing before its family 
prayer, before bed, before lighting the 
advent wreath, before opening presents at 
Christmas, or at another time. 

If you have young children, sing a few 
simple songs to them so they can begin to 
learn the lyrics.
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St. Stephen Council  
Directors and Committees

Membership Director 

Gerald Coffey
membership@kofc14084.org  

Program Director 

Guillermo Bambach 
deputygrandknight@kofc14084.org 

Church Committee 
Chuck Alaynick 

church@kofc14084.org  

Community Committee 

Rick Armstrong  
community@kofc14084.org  

Council Committee 

Ed Veronick
council@kofc14084.org

Family Committee 

Ed Skrobacz
family@kofc14084.org  

Youth Committee 
Vacant  

youth@kofc14084.org 

Squires 

Ed Veronick 
Bob Haley   

squires@kofc14084.org

Right to Life 

Bob Kines   
RightToLife@kofc14084.org

RJS Fundraising 
Julio Alvarez

rjs@kofc14084.org 

Degree Team Leader 

Rick Hughes 
rhughes14084@gmail.com  

Communications 

Nick Turco
Scott Huetteman

communications@kofc14084.org

On November 19th, the 
Knight Knights of Columbus  
St. Stephen Council 14084 
completed their Fall 2017 

Bowling League at The Alley. This was 
a very successful season where we made 
new friends and had a huge amount of fun. 
This season we had 56 bowlers making up 
14 teams.

We would like to congratulate the 1st and 
2nd place teams:

(1)  I Can’t Believe It’s Not Gutter - Jeff 
Lynn, David Higgs, Fred Nettin, and Mike 
Regal

(2)  Alley Oops - Barry Hamel and Melissa 
Hamel, Stacey Cole and Ann Marie Puleo, 
and tied for Second Place - Split Happens: 
Gene Batronie, Denise Wagner, Mike and 
Sue Jordan

The 2017 Fall Bowling League raised 
$1,050.25 for our Council. So thank you 

again to The Alley!
We will be starting up the 2018 Knights 

of Columbus Winter – Spring Bowling 
League on January 14th through April 29th 
with bye weeks for the Super Bowl on 
February 4th and Easter on April 1st.   

As usual, we will bowl a three-game set 
on Sunday nights starting at 7:00 PM at the 
Alley of South Shore. The cost for each 3 
game set is $12.00 per person. If you do 
not have a full team of four bowlers do not 
worry. We will form several new teams. 

The league is open to existing league 
members, Columbiettes, brother Knights 
and their families and friends. Bowlers 
must be age 21 or over. 

So come on out and have some fun and 
make some new friends!  Contact Mark 
Lovejoy at Lovejoy6951@gmail.com for 
more information.

Bowling League Winds Down, 
Starts Up Again in January

New Sound Cabinet Installed

Last month, the sound equipment cabinet 
donated by our Council was installed in the 
choir area of the church.

S/K Mark Beyers designed and built this 
absolutely beautiful cabinet to house the sound 
equipment for the choir and LifeTeen music 
ministries.

Make sure to stop by the choir area and take a look 
at this beautiful cabinet provided by our Council.



©  Copyright 2017 Knights of Columbus Council 14084

Knights of Columbus Saint Stephen Council 14084             
2017-18 RAYMOND JAMES STADIUM  

FUNDRAISING EVENT SCHEDULE & STAFFING REQUIREMENT   

as of: July 1, 2017 
 

 

EVENT # DAY DATE TIME  EVENT                                      | REQ. STAFFING  
1 SATURDAY AUG 12 10:00 AM PRE-SEASON SHAKEOUT 
   

2 SATURDAY AUG 26  7:30 PM CLEVELAND BROWNS     

3 THURSDAY AUG 31 7:30 PM WASHINGTON REDSKINS   

4 SUNDAY SEP 17 1:00 PM CHICAGO BEARS 

5 SUNDAY OCT 1 1:00 PM  NEW YORK GIANTS 

6 THURSDAY OCT 5 8:25 PM NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS   

7 SUNDAY  OCT 29 1:00 PM CAROLINA PANTHERS    

8 SUNDAY  NOV 12 1:00 PM NEW  YORK JETS   

9 SUNDAY  DEC 10 1:00 PM DETROIT LIONS    

10 MONDAY  DEC 18 8:30 PM ATLANTA FALCONS    

11 SUNDAY  DEC  31 1:00 PM NEW ORLEANS SAINTS    

12 MONDAY  JAN 1, 2018 1:00 PM OUTBACK BOWL    

13 SATURDAY  JAN 13  7:00 PM MONSTER JAM I    

14 SATURDAY  FEB 3 7:00 PM MONSTER JAM II       

PLEASE DO NOT DELAY – REPLY NOW WITH YOUR COMMITMENT 
We need your sign ups NOW in order to set ourselves up for success this 

upcoming Season.  Simply pick an event or events you wish to commit to, and  
please send your choices to rjs@kofc14084.org to lock it in. If we have more 

committed per game than we need, we will form a standby pool for that event to 
account for any unexpected conflicts where a primary volunteer cannot participate.  

 
   

MANDATORY TRAINING 
     UPCOMING TRAINING CERTIFICATION & RE-CERTIFICATION DATES/TIMES  

   

Training (good for 3 years) is a Mandatory Requirement to work at RJS and consists of customer service, food 
safety, and alcohol safety (TEAM Certification). The training sessions - at RJS and - are approximately 2.5 hours in 

duration; however, YOU MUST BE REGISTERED to ATTEND - seats fill up quickly and space is limited. Please note that 
these training dates and times are subject to change if bumped by other events.   

You must arrive at least 15 minutes early to allow time for check in. The training will start at the listed time and 
security will not allow anyone to enter the building after the training has begun. 

 

Sat July 29th @ 10:00 AM – East Club | Sun July 30th @ 10:00 AM – East Club  
Tue August 8th @ 6:30 PM – East Club | Sat August 12th @ TBA – East Club  

 Mon August 21st @ 6:30 PM – East Club 
 

Group Lead Training: 1:00 PM on Saturday July 29th & Sunday July 30th   
 

 

TO LOCK IN A SEAT FOR TRAINING,  
Please Email Julio Alvarez at rjs@kofc14084.org as soon as possible.   

PLEASE NOTE - - - TRAINING SLOTS FILL UP FAST!  

12 + 4 
12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 

Congratulations to S/K Randy Lee 
who was officially inducted into the 
Degree Team as a worthy member 
(left). Randy has been contributing his 
time and talents with the Degree Team 
over the past 2 years.
Randy was also sworn in by our 
Worthy District Deputy as the new 
Warden of our Council (right) during 
the December business meeting. 
Randy replaces John Columbia, 
who resigned due to increasing work 
responsibilities. The Council welcomes 
Randy and his endless enthusiasm for 
the Knights of Columbus.

Randy Lee Inducted (Twice)
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Knights from Nativity and 
St. Stephen Assembly 1850 
and 3418 hosted the VAVS 
Christmas pizza party at the 

Haley Cove Nursing Home earlier this 
month. The vets look forward to this 
gathering every year. 

Gifts of t-shirts, socks, and briefs were 
handed out to the veterans. Some of these 
vets have no one to visit with them. It was 
a great honor to sit and talk to these guys. 
As you might imagine, raising their spirits 
is a key component of this event. 

Also, we had some entertainment from 
a group of young kids from a local dance 
group.  The guys really enjoyed the 
performances these kids put on.

Special thanks to those Knights and 
veterans who step up to help support 
VAVS during the holidays and throughout 
the year. 

Every year, over 75,000 volunteers give 
more than 11 million hours in service to 
America’s veterans. VAVS volunteers are 
an invaluable resource for the Department 
of Veterans Affairs. It is impossible to 
calculate the amount of caring and sharing 

that volunteers provide to veteran patients. 
They are a priceless asset to the nation’s 
veterans and to VA.

So when the next VAVS call goes out, 
remember that our veterans put everything 
on the line to protect our freedom. We 
may never be able to repay them for their 
sacrifice, but we can show them just how 
much we appreciate all that they’ve done.

Everyone can do something to show 
veterans how much we appreciate their 
service. What will you do?

A Special Christmas Party at VAVS

Knights Deliver Turkeys For Homeless Veterans

Last month, Knights from St. Stephen’s Assembly 
3418 and Nativity Church Assembly 1850 joined with 
brother Knights to deliver 140 turkeys, along with all 

the fixings, to the 46st. VA Homeless Station. 
The turkeys, along with a complete meal, were delivered to 

military families in need. This is the eighth year our Council 

has participated in helping our vets at this time of year. 
The Knights of Columbus is committed to supporting our 

veterans, who have sacrificed so much for our freedoms and 
way of life. All the turkeys were accounted for and delivered 
to our needy veteran by representatives from James A. Haley 
VA Hospital.
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Monsignor John F. Scully  
Assembly #3418 Officers

Friar 
   

Faithful Navigator 

S/K Patrick Roach

Faithful Captain 
S/K Steve Haines  

Admiral 
S/K John Montaldo

Faithful Pilot 
S/K Ed Sleyzak  

Faithful Comptroller 

S/K Alex Czopek

Faithful Scribe 
S/K Mark Lovejoy  

Faithful Purser 
S/K Peter Card 

 Trustee - 1 Year
S/K Rick Hughes 

Trustee - 2 Year
S/K Julio Alvarez, Jr.

Trustee - 3 Year 
S/K John Cirello

Faithful Inner Sentinel 
S/K Randy Lee

Faithful Outer Sentinel 
S/K David A Morone

Color Corps Commander
S/K Shawn Ryan

Squires Induction Ceremony

Second Degree Knights

The Saint Stephen Council 14084 Degree Team hosted a Second Degree Exemplification 
at the Family Life Center on November 18.  Councils from Tampa and Winter Haven 
joined our Knights in advancement, and all were impressed with our Degree Team’s 
professionalism.  Pictured from left to right are Saint Stephen’s newest Second Degree 
Knights: RJ Milbrandt, Bob Milbrandt, Grand Knight Bruce Czaja, Gerry Coffee (Decaf), 
and John Hollingshead.

The Squires Circle welcomes its newest member, Chris Ammann (center, front) during 
an investiture ceremony earlier this month.



Thomas Brophy
Frank Canto
Gerald Coffey
Eduardo Colchado
George Cozzi
Robert Daigle
Wilfredo De Jesus
Craig Diemer
Patrick Eftink
Robert Ferguson
Christian Freebourn
Richard Gnatowsky
Brian Hathaway
Gerald Hoffman
Anton Kerler
Hubert Lee
Thomas Lowande
Ross Lowry
Glenn Mercer
Gary Michniewicz
William Miller
Charles Muforo
Steven Nardoni
Paul Pignataro
Matthew Preszler
Robert Robens
Shawn Ryan
Christopher Siderio
Edward Sleyzak
Kenneth Welborn

 December Birthdays
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Where did 2017 go? 
It seems like it was 
summer yesterday and 
Thanksgiving was last 

week. I hope you and your family had a 
great finish to 2017.

Hopefully, you’ve established a few 
goals for this year. I’ve learned a great tip 
regarding resolutions. First, write them 
down. It’s not too late if you haven’t 
already done this. 

Commit your goals to paper and post it 
someplace you will see it often. Writing 
down a goal is the first step towards 
achieving it. It may not make sense at first, 
but I’m sure you have heard stories of the 
success this simple task can bring. 

Whether your goal is to exercise more, 
give more to charity, read more or watch 
less television, you’re more likely to 
accomplish it if you write it down.

Second, resolve to have an expert look at 
your finances. I recommend that you have a 
team of experts help you, and I would love 
to be the first you sit with. 

Let’s schedule some time to meet 
together, and I, your professional Knights 
of Columbus insurance agent, will provide 
an “insurance checkup” (at no cost!) that 
will evaluate any gaps in your family’s life 
insurance protection. 

Now might be the perfect time to fill 
those gaps, not later. Keep in mind that 
unlike many other products, you don’t just 
need money to obtain life insurance; you 
also need good health, and no one knows 
when your health could change.

Did I mention my check-up is free 
of charge? When was the last time you 
received something for free that could 
provide value to you and your family for 
generations? Call me today.

Chuck Lusky
813-728-5338
charles.lusky@KofC.org

Insurance Check-Up for 2018 

The Father Michael J. McGivney 
Guild serves as a source for 
information about the 

life, works and spirituality of 
Father McGivney. 

The Guild distributes 
informational materials 
about him, receives reports 
of favors granted through his 
intercession and oversees the 
distribution of relics. 

Guild members receive 
regular updates on the progress of Father 
McGivney’s cause for canonization and 

are invited to participate in promoting 
devotion to this Servant of God. Members 

of the Knights of Columbus 
are not automatically Guild 
members and must elect to 
join the Guild. 

The Father Michael J. 
McGivney Guild Newsletter 
is published bimonthly except 
July- August, and is sent free 
to Guild members. 

To join the Guild, register 
online at: http://www.fathermcgivney.
org/

Are You A Member?
Catholic Men in a 

Modern World
The 8th Annual 

Tampa Bay Men’s Conference
“Come and See”

Saturday, February 10, 2018
Higgins Hall, Tampa

featuring Jeff Cavins
Fr. Dwight Longenecker

and John Pridemore

Mass celebrated to begin the 
event. Reconciliation and 

adoration throughout the day

http://www.fathermcgivney.org/
http://www.fathermcgivney.org/
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December 15 Council Christmas Party
December 16 First Degree, FLC
January 13 March For Life, St. Augustine
January 14 Corporate Mass 7:30am 
 Bowling League Starts
January 16 Free Throw Challenge
January 19 March For Life, Washington DC
January 20 2nd Degree, FLC 
 4th Degree Renewal of Obligation
January 20-21 Pro Life Baby Shower
February 10 Men’s Conference, Higgins Hall

Please check your Council website calendar for more details regarding these events.
http://www.kofc14084.org/

Upcoming Events

KNIGHTLY 
NEWS

This newsletter is a publication 
of St. Stephen Catholic Church 
Knights of Columbus Council 
14084.

For more information or to 
offer a contribution, visit our 
website at: www.KofC14084.org

Prayer for the  
Canonization of

Father Michael J.  
McGivney

God, our Father, protector 
of the poor and defender 
of the widow and 

orphan, you called your priest, 
Father Michael J. McGivney, 
to be an apostle of Christian 
family life and to lead the young 
to the generous service of their 
neighbor. 

Through the example of His life 
and virtue may we follow your 
Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, 
fulfilling His commandment 
of charity and building up His 
Body which is the Church. 

Let the inspiration of your 
servant prompt us to greater 
confidence in your love so that 
we may continue His work of 
caring for the needy and the 
outcast. We humbly ask that you 
glorify your venerable servant 
Father Michael J. McGivney on 
earth according to the design of 
your holy will.

Through His intercession, 
grant the favor I now present 
(here make your request).

Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. Knight of the Month

Paul Spinler

Family of the Month
Ed Skrobacz Family

Our Knight of the Month is S/K 
Paul Spinler.  Paul was our 
head chef for the Saint Nicholas 

Pancake Breakfast on December 3, and 
he was instrumental in getting our grills 
ready for the event by assembling and 
conditioning the grills for first-time use.  He 
was among the first to arrive for the event, 
made delicious pancakes all morning, and 
was one of the last to leave after cleaning 
and storing the grills.  

Paul also leads the “small stand” 
at Raymond James Stadium, and has 
volunteered his time and talent at every 

game this season.  Also, Paul is active in 
the parish as an Extraordinary Minister of 
the Eucharist for the homebound.

The Family of the Month is the 
Skrobacz Family – Ed, Susan, and Tyler.  
Ed dedicated scores of hours planning 
and preparing for tha pancake breakfast, 
and turned an idea into quite a memorable 
inaugural event with a lot of meetings, 
phone calls, and coordinating e-mails.  
Susan help with the decorations and Tyler 
was our music man for the event (he created 
the Christmas music mix) and also served 
as our event photographer. 


